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her reading of terrorism as a product of the internet (with all its attendant technological problems, with the necessary
definitions it entails, and with the slippery nature of the term itself) is complemented by a short section on the political

economy of terrorism. denning begins by observing that, especially in the post-9/11 world, terrorism has become "a
category of political discourse, that can be openly discussed, marketed, and sold."[44] it is "a merchandize", and has
become a "marketing paradigm for business, government, and society" (emphasis added). her second remark is that

"terrorists are now businesspeople," a phrase which adverts to the fact that islamic fundamentalist groups now have what
the us military officer and scholar of islamism, olivier roy, have christened the "marketing reach." [45] hence, the

transformation of terrorism into a marketable commodity is not, as one might suppose, the consequence of globalization but
an effect of the "war on terror," which promises to make the terror economy a big business. as the former us army officer,

andrew bacevich, observes, the us government and its allies have fostered the growth of a "marketing culture that is global,
virtual, and in some sense universal."[46] bacevich, as is well known, is critical of the "war on terror." he argues that the us

has conducted the war on terror since 9/11 with one eye on the market; indeed, the "anti-terrorists" themselves are
principally interested in the business of terror, as the us business interests are eager to make money on the war on terror.
hence, the war on terror is the product of the us government; it is not driven by islamic fundamentalist groups, or even by
the bush administration, but by "the market economy of terror." and this, in turn, has two consequences: first, it is the us,
not islamic fundamentalism, that should be blamed for the war on terror, since it is the us government that has made the

war on terror profitable, and secondly, in the absence of a popular movement, islamic fundamentalist groups have become
the chief advocates of the war on terror, by creating "shock-and-awe" campaigns that have raked in millions of dollars. but

they have, paradoxically, turned into useful dupes of the us government.
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a decade ago, the term
“cyberterrorism” was coined to

describe acts of violence directed
against computer systems and the
data that these systems store. the

term had been previously used in the
pentagon to describe the first wave
of computer attacks against the us

government: the theft of hundreds of
thousands of military and private

documents from the department of
defense and other government

agencies between 1985 and 1988.
one of the dangers of the general
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mystification of cyberterrorism is
that it not only obscures the politics
of terrorism but also contributes to
the spread of a rhetoric of security.

the security discourse that has taken
over in the united states and

elsewhere is a discourse of fear and
violence, and it not only concerns

terrorism but also, as in the case of
the department of homeland

security, is extended to the very idea
of an environment where

government and civilians may come
into contact and where the line

between normal activity and
government action may be vague

and indistinct. today, the most
powerful state is capable of using the
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language of security to mean that no
discussion of the rights and wrongs
of the war on terrorism is possible,
that no critique of the actions and
policies of the war on terrorism is

permissible, and that any discourse
on such matters, if it takes place at

all, may be orchestrated by the state
and its agents. the security

discourse, in short, has come to
dominate the public realm and has

displaced the discourse of rights and
the discourse of freedom. again, i

have suggested that what has been
called the rhetoric of terrorism, in the
sense of the political language of the
weak, is a language of non-violence,

one that is a kind of political
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language of the weak, and in this
sense, it is the language of those
who know no law, the language of

those who have no one to answer to
but themselves, and who may, in the
last analysis, have no one to answer
to but themselves. it is the language
of the weak, and it is this language

which, in my view, will continue to be
the language of the weak and the

terrorists, and it is this language that
will continue to be the language of

terror. 5ec8ef588b
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