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If you are looking for more information about your chimney and fireplace
issues, then you should read the following paragraph. Clean out the flue. If
you dont have time for a chimney sweep then you should call a chimney
sweep in your area. The chimney might have material inside it such as
brick or dirt. Either way make sure your fireplace is completely cleaned
and that you use a chimney brush to remove any dust and debris from

your chimney. What a terrible experience! I can only imagine your
frustration in not getting anyone to recognize that the condition was

caused by the chimney fire.In the National chimney institute fires, when
people experience smoke the first thing they say is, "fire in the house!"
but the chimney, which by far is the main problem. Fire in the chimney
can cause fire damage to the interior and exterior. Three things help
prevent this: hire a professional chimney sweep, inspect the flue for

cracks and use a wood stove/ furnace that does not require insurance (ie.
many woodstove manufactures use special metal from which the fire

cannot burn).Debra Able Roof was recommended to me by my insurance
company. I am not sure when their quote was put together. I have not

used Able Roof but now will be learning more about them. My reading on
chimneys has been that the lining inside the chimney should have been

installed within the last 25 years (old chimneys need re-lining because the
material used to line the chimney can shrink and crack when it is
subjected to heat).I have been told that the "supply chimneys" for

chimney liners are quite durable.Thanks for the advice.Debra
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When water is trapped behind the brick or mortar joints it is called water
infiltration or water wedging. This is most common in areas that get a

large amount of precipitation year round like Cleveland. Water infiltration
into mortar joints can cause the mortar to crack or even cause it to

delaminate. This can ultimately result in the mortar crumbling away and
the top brick to drop away. There are other potential dangers in fireplaces,
flues, chimneys or chimney linings that can also prevent or make burning
inside a chimney hazardous. To find out if a safety hazard exists in your
chimney please contact us to schedule a free chimney safety inspection.

We will explain what is causing the potential safety concerns, and provide
a solution. The brick and mortar joints in the brick and mortar walls along
the chimney flue and any cracks found in the walls will be sealed. This will

prevent moisture from flowing behind the masonry and allow for
maximum heating efficiency to be maintained. If you have any doubts

about the sealing of cracks, you can take a test to prove that the mortar
has effectively sealed the problem area. To identify whether the sealant

was properly applied or not, you can take an outdoor chimney draft tester
and test the chimney to see if there is any draft produced. If there is a

draft, the mortar will not be able to be sealed properly. We will know that
your chimney is sealed based on the results of this test. Fireplace inserts

can be a bit of a guessing game when it comes to choosing one. We
recommend this insert with the largest grate possible to avoid a tripping

hazard. It's a safety hazard as well, as it's easy for the bottom of a
person's foot to get stuck in the grate holes. Also, most insert grates come
in a solid color, but with our fireplace you have the option to add a stone

insert that features your grout lines, creating a stunning fire scene.
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